HOUSEBREAKING

Puppy housebreaking can be accomplished by many different methods. Keep in mind that
puppies are unable to fully control their bowels until they are a few months old. You will have
some success during the early months; however, you should expect a few accidents. To avoid
difficult clean-ups, keep puppies supervised at all times until you are certain that your pup is
housebroken. Once you allow your pup to urinate in the house, he is likely to return to the same
spot the next time he has to relieve himself.

Your puppy should be let outside to potty just before you retire for the night. Likewise, as soon as
he wakes up in the morning, the first thing your pup will need to do is relieve himself. You should
waste no time in taking him outside as soon as he awakes. When your pup hears you get up in
the morning, it will be his signal to wake, so attend to him before going about your morning
routine. Some pups may cry that they need to go outside at the first sign of light, and if you want a
dry floor, it is usually necessary to immediately respond to their needs.

Your pup will also have to relieve himself shortly after a meal, and will need to urinate
more often during the summer when his water intake is higher. As soon as your pup
finishes dinner, place him outside for several minutes until he potties. At other times, you
may notice your pup shiffing the floor for a suitable place to relieve himself. He may
whimper or start to squat. Scoop him up immediately and place him outside. Puppy
Housebreaking may be quickened if your pup sleeps in his crate. Dogs dislike sleeping in
a soiled area, and your pup will soon learn to wait until you let him out of his crate to do
his business. Of course, it may take a few months before your pup is able to hold his
bowels all night. As he gets older, he will have fewer and fewer accidents. Expect this, and
never scold him for accidentally soiling his area at night.

If your puppy does have an accident during the day, only scold him if you catch him in the
act. If you scold him even a minute or two after he has pottied, it will confuse him because
he will not know why he is being scolded. If, however, you catch him in the act of relieving
himself in the house, pick him up and say "No" in a firm voice. Do not yell at the pup.
Immediately take him to the outside area where you want him to potty. Never rub his nose
in the mess or hit him; this will cause him to fear you and will make future obedience
training more difficult. Be sure to clean the soiled area with a product intended for
housebreaking accidents. It should be formulated to remove both the stain and the odor
so your pup will not be tempted to soil the same spot.

These training tips apply both to puppies and older dogs.

Housebreaking pads help to quickly housebreak pups. These pads are scented with
attractants, and will encourage your pup to eliminate on the pad and not on your carpet.
For the first few weeks, when you cannot watch your pup in the house, confine him to an
area with an easy-to-clean flooring such as a kitchen. Place the pad on the floor. Your pup
will learn to relieve himself on the specially scented pad. Eventually, you can move the
pad closer and closer to the back door, and then place the pad outside. Once your pup
learns to use the outdoors to relieve himself, you will no longer need to use the pads.

Remember, you are the greatest aid to your puppy's success. Be consistent and available
to his needs. With your consistency, soon your pup will become completely trained.



